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proprietors, were disjoined from the nobility, and sat
with the representatives of the towns in the House of
Commons.

The Senate of the United States, constituted
under section 3 of the First Article of the Federal
Constitution, is at this moment one of the most
powerful political bodies in the world. In point of
dignity and authority, it has in no wise disappointed
the sanguine expectations of its founders. As I have
already said, it is not possible to compare the predic-
tions of the " Federalist" with the actual history of
the Presidency of the United States, without being
forced to acknowledge that in this particular the
hopes of Hamilton and his coadjutors have failed of
fulfilment. But the Senate has, on the whole, justi-
fied the hopes of it which they expressed.

Through the medium of the State legislatures, which are
select bodies of men, and who are to appoint the members
of the National Senate, there is reason to expect that this
branch will generally be composed with peculiar care and
judgment; that these circumstances promise greater know-
ledge and more comprehensive information in the national
annals; and that, on account of the extent of country from
which will be drawn those to whose direction they will be
committed, they will be less apt to be tainted by the spirit
of faction, and more out of the reach of those occasional
ill-humours, or temporary prejudices and propensities, which
in smaller societies frequently contaminate the public delibera-
tions, beget injustice and oppression towards a part of the